Grandfather Mtn. Backpack.

06/11_13/2004
Phil, Shelley, Leonid and me.

Grandfather Mountain is the highest mountain on the Blue Ridge Range, elevation 5964ft.

Trails there don’t form good loops, so shuttle is highly desirable.  Trails are in good shape but can be steep, sometimes metal ladders are used.  

Surrounding areas have great waterfalls which we haven’t explored.

There is a mile-high bridge, zoo, store and museum at the “commercial” part of the mountain.

The trace is the combination of mine and Shelley’s and is incomplete, thus no elevation profile.

Waypoints:

001 – parking

002 – very small stream crossing.

003 – big stream crossing, huger rock right after it.

004 – Foscol View.  The trail is very well maintained.

005 – Profile View.  View of the outcropping (peak).  0.5 mile to the int.

006 – main (official) spring on the trail.

007 – Start of the Calloway tr.  Red Blazed.  There is a wooden post at the trail junction.

008 – T-int. w. the Grandfather Tr. – Blue Blazed.  Galloway Peak - .4 mi, Attic  Window Peak - .8 mi on the other side, McRae peak 1.1mi., Swinging Bridge 1.9 mi on the other side.  There is a map there.  We are turning left.

009 – Pretty big no campfire site.  Phil says there are Raven’s Root flowers.

013 – shelter.  Small, half person high.  Dead drop nearby.

014 – another campsite.

016 – campsite.

017 –flatrock view.

017 – int. w. Tahawa Tr.

019 – stream crossing and blue blazed tr.

019 – Nowady Tr. – Blue Blazed.  Few feet into the trail there is a sign post.

020 – big  wooden bridge over a big stream.

021 – another stream crossing – small.

021 – Craigway Tr. .6 mi. to the views, 1.0 to the Daniel Boon Scout Tr.

022 – int. w. another creak, bridge.  Lots of creak crossing on this trail.

023 – another stream crossing over the bridge.

024 – T. int. w. the Cold Prong Tr.   Cahawa Tr. is always blazed white, but on the grassy field it’s blazed with  green with white background.

025 – where we stopped, had lunch and turned around.

026 – paved road int.

027 – overlook to the valley.  Not very good.

028 – small stream crossing.

029 – junction w. the Blue Ridge Parkway.  Parking.  There is supposed to be a junction, but I think it’s abandoned now.

032 – campsite on the left side.

033 – another campsite.

034 – 2 stream crossing one after another.

035 – side tr. on the left to the view.

036 – very beautiful overlook.  Fog is coming through.

Total Distance: ~20mi

