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This was a very sad day and at the same time very rewarding.  Sad because all my original plans disappeared and rewarding because I saw the beauty of Escalante.  

Once in 5 years Escalante River grows enough to become navigable.  I didn’t count on that when planning the route.  I wanted to go in the river, which was supposed to be dry according to the guide book.  I also didn’t expect the terrain to be so rugged.  So me and my co-hiker split – he went to do the original plan and I was left with the car to explore the state…  Coming back I realized that the trail was going along the river, not up the mountain – the way we went.  There are no blazes, no cairns, one has to know the terrain.
On the positive side, the mountains were spectacular, cacti were blooming, flowers were blooming, in fact the whole desert was colorful.

One other thing that I learned from this trip is that a 4WD SUV is not an option.  It’s best if it is narrow base and a real SUV, not a “highway” type.
