Phipps And Bowington Arches

05/16/2005

Shawn Miller from Scapegoats and me.

No blazes, strenuous hike with some dangerous climbs near Phipps Arch.  Quick sand at Escalante int. w. Phipps Wash in Escalante and in Phipps Wash.  Almost no people.

A lot of my favorite desert smelling flower – sage.

SF – Unmarked parking.  There is no good tr. – use compass.

01 – turned to the canyon – no water in it and followed it down.

03 or 04 – recording was unclear  - site of the Petrogliphs.

05 – int. w. Phipps Wash.

06 – Phipps Arch – hard and dangerous to climb to, but well worth it.   After reaching it, go to a big stone opposite it.

08 – according to Shawn, side tr. to the Phipps Natural Bridge where we didn’t go to because of the lack of time

09 – Phipps Natural Bridge.

10 – int. w. water.  None of us scouted this trail, so we went along the Escalante River on the left side until dead end.  It has a lot of willows and cottonwoods and requires bushwhacking.  The other side is easy to follow and has a good trail.  Saw a lot of kayakers all on inflatable kayaks going down the river.  It flows this high every 5 years on average.  

11 – crossed the Escalante River about thigh deep.

14 – swimming hole with trickling waterfall above.  Lots of False Solomon’s Seal flowers on the bank.  Had a swim there – good sandy floor.

15 – nice small spring under the rock. in the canyon.

16 – right under the Bowington Arch.  On the way back we went along the wall on a bench until it became too difficult to do it.  After reaching the Escalante River went on the right bank which is a good road.  

17 – a metal post:  North East Quarter Section.  Then some numbers. then Garfield County.

18 – Escalante River crossing.  !!! Quick Sands in the river and on the shore – use poles to probe the floor before walking. !!!

