Escalante Petrified Forest (Official Name: Escalante State Park)
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Escalante State Park is located about 1mi. – 1.5 mi. W. from the town of Escalante.  It has a small entrance fee.  There is a campground on the premises of the park.  The campground offers showers, vending machine and water.  I really enjoyed staying there – I took overflow parking 3, which is right on the bank of a beautiful Wide Hollow Reservoir.  There are a lot of singing and water-fowl birds, some of them I’ve never seen before.  They start singing early in the morning, so go to bed early.  It’s very worth renting a boat from the park and paddle to the north-west area where there are a lot of willows growing from the water.  There I saw a flock of water-fowl birds I have never seen before.  Park has a visitors center which is unimpressive, but gives a general idea about the origin of the petrified wood.  It has a cold water fountain.

The park provides a free map with 2 official well blazed routes, second one considered to be more strenuous.  I would recommend doing both of them – the second is where most of the petrified wood is and the views from the overlooks are spectacular.  

It’s also worth going on unofficial trails, some very unique stones can be found there, because the crowds haven’t picked them up over the years.  According to my guide, there is a way from the town of Escalante without going through rt. 12.  This way one does not have to pay the entrance fee.

Waypoints:

SF – car parking at the trailhead.  Pick up the map there.  Each post is described on this map.

01 – 02 – unofficial side tr. that I took.  It was late in the evening, so I didn’t pursue it.

03 – second loop that I took branches out here.  Walk around – you will see some petrified trees there.

