Hole In The Rock Road

05/18/2005
Hole-in-the-Rock-Road is a road built by Mormons that goes from the town of Escalante and Rt. 12 down to the Colorado River and Lake Powell.  It’s in a very bad shape, and even an average SUV cannot go all the way in.  I stopped my 6 miles before the lake when the rocks started to scratch the bottom.  Some people picked me up both ways.  In bad weather this road may become impassable.  So, why bother going there?   For Mormons, the end of it – the actual Hole-in-the-Rock is a place where they crossed the Colorado River with everything they had, never to come back.  It took them 6 months instead of 6 weeks that they expected.  For hikers, on the sides of the trail there are a lot of gulches very worth visiting.  Those can be deadly in the rain.  There is the Devil’s Garden – a naturally smooth set of large rocks.  Just driving is spectacular, especially when the flowers and cacti are blooming in the desert.  The SW side of the rd. is the 50 Mile Mountains which a very impressive.  It’s of paramount importance to have plenty of water, since it seems that all the springs are dry and the only place to get water is Lake Powell.
I marked some road intersections with waypoints.

Waypoint:

DG – Devil’s Garden.

07 – is when my Bick SUV wasn’t good enough to continue, and I went by foot.

08 – well, abandoned now.  Rusting pump is still there.

09 – I got picked up by 2 couples of Mormons who drove me to the end.  Was a very scary ride – lots of vertical ups and downs.

 10 – start of the actual Hole-In-The-Rock.  It was supposed to be the easiest place to cross the Colorado River, and maybe it was.  Still I was going on my hands and feet all the time.  It wasn’t dangerous, but rather hard.  Lake Powell down is beautiful.  I met a guy and his wife who canoed down the Escalante River and then went to the Hole-In-The-Rock where they stashed their car.   They helped me drive to my car.
11  - GPS Reception was very poor, so he trace is so-so. and I forgot to mark where I reached Lake Powell, but this is an approximate position.  From there I went to see the grotto, which turned out to be OK, but not too impressive.  I heard that some grottos have old Indian Petrogliphs, but this one didn’t from what I saw.
12 – the Grotto.
